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more clearly than in its Polish policy, which is regarded as a
masterpiece of the Fiihrer's, that it is depriving itself of the
fruits of its efforts and achieving the opposite of what it set out
to achieve.  It may be taken as certain that Poland is farther
than ever from any inclination to carry on a common policy
with Germany, and is cautiously but tenaciously pursuing her
own plan of an independent organization of the "intermediate"
European  territory,   the  territory  between  Germany  and
Russia, and is thus in process of excluding Germany from the
East. Germany could not even have counted with assurance on
Polish neutrality in her political conflict in the past summer
with the Western Powers.   Had she candidly renounced
frontier revisions, Germany might in past years have gained a
political influence which would have far more than out-
weighed the sacrifice. As President of Danzig I advocated by
speaking and writing the idea of a "sterilization of the frontier."
I took an opportunity of placing my ideas of a constructive
policy in the East, particularly in regard to Poland, before Dr.
Schacht, President of the Reichsbank, and at the time a man of
great influence.   On another occasion, in a lecture to an
invited audience at Essen, I tried to show the economic side of
an agreement with Poland, and to bring to the fore a rather
more broad-minded conception than that of the maxim that it
is high treason to be of service to a rival. Frequently on such
occasions I was faced with the question whether I wanted to
reverse the policy which Prussia had pursued for a century and
a half. The obvious answer was that the tune has gone by for
talking of "Prussian" policy.  Schacht made it plain that his
interests lay mainly in the South-east; but he declared himself
ready to grant long-term credits to industry for the intensi-
fication of economic relations with Poland. This policy would
have demanded patience and delicate handling; but it very
soon  became clear that this was fatal.   National Socialism
demanded immediate returns and could not wait.